Holmes, means an agent capable of producing anaesthesia, or insensibility to pain. It is true anaesthesia is a term which, according to its etymological signification, should be applied to the loss of touch, chiefly, and analgesia should be used to signify the loss of the sense of pain; but the word anaesthesia, as expressive of the state of profound unconsciousness induced by anaesthetics, is now so firmly riverted in the mind by usage that it is better to retain the present nomenclature.
Insensibility to pain may be produced without coincident loss of the common sensation of touch. By the inhalation of ether, chloroform bichloride of methylene, nitrous oxide gas, and some other substances, the functions of animal life may be so far suspended that surgical operations involving intense pain can be performed entirely without the consciousness of the subject concerned.
When the vspor of an anaesthetic is inhaled a sense of faucial irritation and suffocation is experienced and a cough of more or less intensity may be produced. observed, the form of inhaler is of no importance. The mouth and nose should be protected from the irritant action of the chloroform by an emulsion of oil. When administering chloroform by any of the methods in use it should not be forgotten that it has a density and weight four times that of the atmosphere, and that consequently when the inhaler is held closely over the mouth the air is excluded and the patient may be inhaling little more than chloroform. During the administration of ether, attention should be given to the state of the respiratory organs, for the arrest of respiration is the only source of danger. When chloroform is being given both respiration and circulation must be closely regarded.
MEANS OF REMOVING DANGEROUS SYMPTOMS.
Suspension of the heart's action is to be met promptly by the withdrawal of the anaesthetic and the inversion of the patient; failure of respiration, by forcibly drawing out the tongue, by artificial respiration, and faradization of the chest muscles, Artificial warmth Should be applied to the surface of the body, and cold douching, so commonly practiced, should be prohibited. Amyl nitrate, by inhalation or subcutaneously," has proven very successful in some cases.
Schirmer's method of arousing the patient is by irritating the nasal mucous membrane by a roll of paper made more exciting by dipping it into acqua ammonia. The hypodermic use of brandy or whiskey has given happy results in many instances.
As nitrous oxide gas is of greatest importance to the dental surgeon, the remainder of my remarks will be confined to this substance. Nitrous oxide gas, as you all know, is a coloress, inodorous gas, having a slightly sweetish taste, and a S. 
